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NRCS is the lead federal agency within the USDA that 
helps private landowners voluntarily conserve soil, 

water, and other natural resources

Productive Soil Clean Water

Healthy Plants



We were formally known as the Soil Conservation 
Service (SCS) which was created in 1935 to reverse 
the devastation caused as a result of the Dust Bowl

Who Are We?

http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/about/history/images/dustbowl.jpg


What do we do?

• We work primarily on private lands

• We provide technical assistance to help landowners develop 
and implement conservation plans for their property.

• We provide financial assistance to both protect and restore 
natural resources. 

• All our programs are voluntary and non-regulatory



Forest Conservation Assistance 

– Environmental Quality 
Incentives Program (EQIP)

– Conservation Stewardship 
Program (CSP)

– Regional Conservation 
Partnership Program (RCPP)

» Young Forest Project
» Healthy Forest Project



Environmental Quality Incentives Program 
(EQIP)  

A voluntary program that provides financial and 
technical assistance to agricultural producers & private 

woodland owners,

To help plan and implement conservation practices 
that … 

Address natural resource concerns on agricultural land 
and non-industrial private forestland.



Common Forestry Practices

• Forest Management 
Plan Preparation

• Forest Stand 
Improvement

• Forest Trails & 
Landings

• Early Successional 
Habitat Development

• Riparian Forest Buffer

• Tree & Shrub Site 
Preparation

• Tree & Shrub Planting
• Pruning
• Invasive Species 

Management
• Woody Residue 

Treatment
• Fire Break/Dy Hydrant



Forest Conservation Activity Plans 



Forest Stand Improvement



Forest Trails



Early Successional Habitat Development



Riparian Forest Buffer



Stream Crossing





Forestry Practices for Mortality

• Forest Management 
Plan Preparation

• Forest Stand 
Improvement

• Forest Trails & 
Landings

• Woody Residue 
Treatment

• Tree & Shrub Site 
Preparation

• Tree & Shrub Planting
• Pruning
• Invasive Species 

Management
• Fire Break/Dry Hydrant



Forestry Practices for Invasive Plants
• Forest Management 

Plan Preparation
• Brush Management
• Herbaceous Weed 

Treatment 
• Forest Trails & 

Landings

• Woody Residue 
Treatment

• Tree & Shrub Site 
Preparation

• Tree & Shrub Planting



Forestry Practices for Wildlife Exclusion

• Forest Management 
Plan Preparation

• Access Control
• Fencing
• Forest Trails & 

Landings

• Woody Residue 
Treatment

• Tree & Shrub Site 
Preparation

• Tree & Shrub Planting
• Pruning



Permanent Fence



Permanent Fence



Permanent Fence



Permanent Fence



Permanent Fence



Temporary Fence ?



Process for New Participants 
• Submit an Application,

• Determine Objectives and Eligibility,

• Develop Plan and Contract Application,

• Applications Evaluated & Ranked

• Applications selected for Funding,

• Practice details & prescriptions  provided by NRCS… 
then work can begin.



Process for Current NRCS Forestry Clients
• Forest Conditions Have Changed Since NRCS Contract 

Awarded 
• Contact NRCS Planner & Forester
• Forester should revise forest management recommendations 

based upon new conditions (mortality, etc.) and submit to 
NRCS (and RIDEM?)

• NRCS will review and certify new recommendations
• Upon NRCS approval, continue with implementation of 

contract with revised recommendations 
• Coordinate with NRCS to certify practice completion & 

payment



Questions?



Thank You

USDA NRCS
60 Quaker Lane, Suite 46

Warwick, RI 02886

Phone: 401-822-8877
chris.modisette@ri.usda.gov

In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations 
and policies, the USDA, its Agencies, offices, and employees, and institutions participating in or 

administering USDA programs are prohibited from discriminating based on race, color, national origin, 
religion, sex, gender identity (including gender expression), sexual orientation, disability, age, marital status, 

family/parental status, income derived from a public assistance program, political beliefs, or reprisal or 
retaliation for prior civil rights activity, in any program or activity conducted or funded by USDA.

http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/
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