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RI TREE FARM FALL TOUR AT WILD HARMONY FARM IN EXETER, RI: 
AGRO-FORESTRY IN NEW ENGLAND – GROWING TREES AND FOOD
The Rhode Island Tree Farm Program is conducting its annual Fall Tour at the Wild Harmony Farm property along Route 102 in Exeter, RI on Saturday, October 24, 2026. The tour will begin at 10:00 AM and run until about noon.  
According to Ronald Fasano of Richmond, the Chair of the RI Tree Farm Committee, “this year’s forest walk will allow us to view the recent establishment of a new woodland grazing area on the farm, part of a growing number of agroforestry operations in New England. Come learn about how you might be able to grow trees for high quality wood products while also raising quality livestock on the same acreage.”

The site is part of a series of demonstration sites that are being established throughout New England by a federally funded program through the University of New Hampshire. Wild Harmony Farm, a certified organic and regenerative livestock farm operated by Ben Coerper and Rachel Slatter, has been utilizing this grazing method for several years to produce high-quality beef products, along with pork and chicken, sold at his on-site farm stand.

Wild Harmony Farm is part of the Chafee family’s Wee Hoose Tree Farm property, located at 366 Victory Highway, Exeter.  Access gates for the tour site will be posted along Victory Highway.
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Our guest for the tour is Ryan Smith, an agroforestry project manager for The ADAPT Project at the University of New Hampshire. There, he coordinates the establishment of agroforestry research and demonstration sites across New England. He previously has worked as a consulting forester in Connecticut and Massachusetts, and he has experience in agroforestry in tropical Latin America and Sri Lanka, too. Ryan earned his Master of Forestry at the Yale School of the Environment.
The event is free and open to the public, and registration is not required.  The event will be held rain or shine.  Proper footwear and appropriate dress for the weather is required. 
For more information, visit www.ritreefarm.org, where directions to the site will be posted. You can also contact us at (401) 568-3410 for updates and more information about the program.
The RI Tree Farm Program is a voluntary recognition program, part of the American Tree Farm System, promoting the sustainable management of our forests for wood, water, wildlife, and recreation since 1941.  The RI Tree Farm Program sponsors annual tours to highlight the work that certified Tree Farmers do to protect and manage Rhode Island’s woodlands.  The Rhode Island program is co-sponsored by the RI Forest Conservator’s Organization (RIFCO), the RI DEM’s Division of Agriculture & Forest Environment, and Providence Water.
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